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Synopsis

In April 2000, at the beautiful Banff Springs Hotel in Alberta, Canada, the coveted Ullr Award was
presented to Alan Engen by the International Skiing History Association at their annual week-long
gathering to honor the importance of his historic, beautifully produced publication For the Love of
Skiing: A Visual History. lllustrated with more than 150 vintage photographs from private and
historical collections, For the Love of Skiing tells the story of U.S. ski sports from 1880 to the coming
of the 2002 Olympic Winter Games, to be held in Salt Lake City. Told through the experiences of
former Olympic ski coach Alf Engen, we relive the days when ski jumps were constructed of rickety
wooden frames, when loop bindings strapped around the skier&#x92;s boots held his fate, and
when records were being broken all the time as ski sports developed from their fledgling roots to
more sophisticated tests of courage and skill. Along with a historical review of the major
competitions across the United States from the 1930s to the present, For the Love of Skiing relates
many of the wildest early ski adventures. Alf and Sverre Engen recall a "barnstorming," summer
jumping competition in Omaha, where snow was sparse and straw and soap had been added to the
track to make it slicker. A bale of hay awaited the skiers at the end of the track. Stopping was
difficult, and Sverre recalls, "l broke my toe trying to stop, and that toe still hurts on occasion to this
day." Those were the barnstormer days, "when men were men, and most were crazy as hell." ALAN
K. ENGEN, is also the chairman and president of the Alf Engen Ski Museum Foundation, chairman
and president of the Alta Historical Society, board member of the International Skiing History
Association, and charter advisory member of the University of Utah Marriott Library&#x92;s Utah Ski
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Customer Reviews

Neat pictures, but kind of a muddled presentation. This is not really a general history of skiing, but a
biography of Alf Engen who was a local hero in Salt Lake City, Utah and ran the Ski School at Alta
for years and years. There’s too much about ski jumping and not enough about other kinds of
skiing. The author, Alf's son Alan, seems like a spokesman for the ski industry more than a

historian.

This book will appeal to people that know and love Alta, Utah or are interested in the history of
skiing in the Western US. It primarily chronicles the life of Alf Engen, and therefore, chronicles the
history of Alta and and an important part of skiing in the west. Engen was the inventor of modern

powder skiing and richly deserves the honor of this book.
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